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Community involvement 15 the key to. resolving the health crisis in the barrio=-t~a~w:-

k

essence of the health report released May 18 at the press conference held at the G&t

Los Angeles PressClub. The 97-page report, almost a year in the making, cornpii~e~ “’~,,“!*@&/.,, ..”
extensive 8-m& fh..survey of health needs in East Los Angeles as we! I as the’ recommenda-
t ions of the ‘Carnm~nity Health Workshop and the follow-up Health Conference. J~~~,e,~:~ ~

*,$t,:.::%+

study reveals thq, gamut of health, problems--narcoti CS, alcohol ism, dentul, merital ~;~~+~j.1
,.

health and retardation, health of senior citizens and welfbre recipients, public an$,f$~j,:;
private health services, and language and ethnic barriers relating to ~panish-i~eakl,ng:~j,~
patients. ” .,

.“’:..’’?;s%~,f!:’”
.;,,}:l’&;/, I

Inserted in, this issue of V-MINUTE NEWS is an excerpt’ giving some of ,theea~ljest’;,,P&i-j
Conference results; not included is the recent ,actiori”of ~otin~’ Sup&visor E,rnest’E}~&$&..:,.),}*$4‘t$;,l;$j!t
i n forming a committee of @ssr*ts representatives’ io help plan a $43 rn~,ll-i,on’~health :~[:’~. . ,. ... ..$‘WW”W,,,:’””:
complex to be constructed In EL/$G”The committee,,scheduled to, hoi d jts ,-fiht orgimlza~~,
tional rneetirig fhis week, will tie concerned with “the architecture, as’wei 1 &’ ‘k%icesfw ,

,. !%q~~,{,~#,(“,
.:

to “makecefiain that the total facility wi I I be in tune with the communi+y “it s&ves:?+Fr I::
,~‘-j~’~y&J;&‘d.

,,. . ;,!,><,:: ;$+,‘@$;”:,
~t,t~~&/$@$:

“)rovidi ng history and background of *he”project at the press conferen,c: were repre$en~.-p~;.

tives of the co-sponsoring organizations: Arnold Martinez, (%airman of the ‘E~;[S~#$=j.~t{.
i ng .Committee on I-fea{th; Carmen Guzman, Community consultant; Mm c Si &I ‘Fo~}erlki i

Area Director, East Central -Welfare Planning Counci 1; Frank F. Agui Ieru, ksista$?!
Co&vdin&or-Community Programs, Areci V RMP. : ., ~, ;, ..~:~~

,-, “,, ., ,,, ,.,.
Xhers present it the conference were:

,. ‘~“q
Dr. Louis ‘I_hfiz ‘(represen”~ing’Dr~ L&is”5~,, !

Directot,of the State Department of Public H~alth); Dr.’ GerqId ,A. ,Heidbred&~;@~fi

Max R6seribl&t and Mrl Hany Klissner, qll of t~e, Co$~’ of ,Los’Angele~’Heal,th~”D
Mrj’ Bern&d Atikllas, Controllert I-AC-USC $Aedical, Qk&r; C?OfialdW. ?e~~tj:!
Mrs.” Tori’i Moorsand Luis A. Pingarion, all,’of Areq’V; atid’ members of ‘the ‘RM~F1
Steering Commitjee “--Dil;:Jane Shields, :Jose~~rlosf ‘Elias ~icor ~Ben ‘COI+eZ~.$##
Earl Htirrisonj J& Hofij .,Victor ledesmaf ‘“A~:Rc$fa, @Pri~~o ,“$hb~e%d~’~$lic~~
Narie3a0. , ~ ,,, ‘,~’~” ‘ ~ ~~;“ , , , ‘:: ,“r ,“ ‘.’,, , ., ~;~~t
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THE COMMUN

An excerpt from

TY REPORT ON EAST LCNJANGELES HEALTH

POST CONFERENCE EVENTS

As a resuitof the East Los Angeles Regional Medical Programs project and the conferences which

grew out of it, there have been some changes and some commitments made in the delivery of needed and

recommended servicesin the East Los Angeles Area.

At the Federal level, it is notable that Roger O. Egeberg, M.D., Assistant Secretary for Health and

Scientific Affairs, De@ment of Health, Education and Welfare, has comitted the Department to Ming a

Mexican American with appropriate background and training to serve as a liaison between members of the

Mexican American segment of the pop@ion of the South Western United States. A selection”committee

for screening appli~nts be set Up ~ tie East LOS Ange~es area. ‘f’his committee is compmecl of

representatives from ELA Hmlt]l Task Force, LIJCHA, ELA.RCA,w ELA Committee “onHeaIth Need,

ELA and Northeast District Health Officers.

,,
Two Congressmen who represent the ELA district, George Brown Jr., and Edward Royb@, have.

pledged theti interest and SUppOfl ~ Worhg’ tow~d the solution of the health problems in East LOS

Angeles which have been identified by the project. Mr. Brown circulated the conference report to many”

sub%on&itte& ‘jn ‘congress t@ have “aninterest in health and welfare and to varioixsoperational health’

seritk%s”depart&er&j and ment~ health ti particular. These departments have responded by” seeking

ad~~tional &fo&tion from Re@on~ Mediti pro~am Area V and ,fiave.setUp a fiaison with the ELA Area .’,., . . ,.
so ,,that there $ a ready means of communication “between Wa&ngton, D.C. and Los Angeles in these,,

concerns. ,,...,,f
/’ “. ,.
, ,..
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~A Feder{ funded East Los Angeles transportation project is now operationd”k:::J providing

transportation to’’k~kor Cittin clubs rind other organizations dealing with senior citizen proble& ~.

Donald Rumford, the Director of the OffIce of Economic opportunity, has responded to the receipt of the

report on the East LOSAngeles Regio~ Me&Calprograms project by informing George Brown Jr, that h~

has instructed an appropriate O.E.0, “official to pro~de Congressman Brown with a prompt report on how

the Office of Econor-nic(Jpporturrity can be of assistance to the East Los Angeles community. The DNis.ion .

of Regional Medical Rograms tis ~ormed Area V Regional Medical programs that they are sending their

Operations Officer to discuss the project report and ways in which the national office can become more

insttimental in solving @me of the problems identified in this study.

Oscar L. (ldlego, Principal of the East Los Angeles Occupational Training Center, has announced

his willingness to make medical skill courses avajkble beginning with nursing assistant’s courses. In addition,

he is providing numeroti courses for clerical skills and preparation for taking CivilService exarnimkions.

The Los Angeles County Health Department, one of the principal governmental agencies’the object
,., .,

of local criticism, has shown interest in improving and extending the delivery of services. The District

Health Officers , of East Los AngeIes and Northeast have been in conference and ~bmitted

.



recommendations for improved delivery of services in their districts. Service trends which have begun have

been awelerated in these districts. Both in East Los Angeles and Northeast, there have been added clinics

and extension of clinic hours so that the servicesare more rvddily availablein the community. For example,

the Health Officer’s Clinics have been extended through the evening hours on Tuesday in the Northeast

Health Center. Also, Youth Clinics are now held on Monday, Wednesdayand Friday evenings,

The East Los Angeles Health Center has an .4coholic rehabilitation clinic which meets on Monday

nights with group sessions and lectures on Wednesdayevenings. There is also a Tuberculosis Control Clinic

two nights a month and weekly sessions on Thumiay eveningsof a clinic for Family Planning. The District

Health Officer in East Los Angeles (Dr. Jane Shields) reports that she is very pleased to have an active

FIeaIth Council (a citti,n’s advisory group), which meets with her every third Thursday morning. She hopes

that this Council, with effective sub-committees, will enable the communication between residents of East

Los Angeles and the public department delivering health .wrvicesto understand one another better.”The

Health Council has akeady developed strong subcommittees, one of which is devoted specifically to the

probiems of senior citizens.

The Count y Department of Mental Health Plan for 1970 emphasim increases in direct services to

chiIdren and adolescents, more crisis services, evening hours, planning at the community level, work

adjustment training, and outpatient and preventive w-vices. The County Board of Supervisors has
authorized the establishment of an irrter-departmentd County drug abuse clinic with L. S. Hollinger, the
Chief Administrative Officer of Los Angeles County, as its Chairman. In a stepped-up program to combat
drug abuse, the Board has authorized a program which will employ 166 individuals, 76 of whom will be in
the Health Department and 82 in Olive View Hospital where there will be 25 beds opened for acute @g
de-toxifkation. They have also authorized eight more positions to be added to the Narcotics Information
Service and have authorized the opening and staffing of five drug abuse clinics (one in each supervisorial
district). in the private sector, the East Los Angeles Free Clinic and LUCHA have both received funding
from the United Way through the United WayUrban CrisisCommittee. .

.,
., .’ . . .,.,

The < ~ty as a whole has also accelerated its,program of employing membe~ o; ~ority groups,i”:-::

The Director .i’ Personnel, Gordon Nesvig, repo~i that 84 Mexican Americans ha~:” been fied as

attendants at Los Angeles County U,S.C. Medical Center, and he is actively seeking 156 more for

employment specifically requi+g ability to speak Spm”sh. The goal is to provide at least one Spanish

speaking attendant in each hospital ward at ail times to meet the communication needs of M&ican

American patients. Similar changes in other County departments, such as the County Fire Department,

Sheriffs Department, Public Social Services and others, are also under way. In particular, the Department

of Public SociaI Services has hired 65 Mexican American social+vorkers thus far in their drive to improve

services to their Spanish speaking clientele. Mexican American representation is also known to have
increased on the Boards of Comprehensive Health Planning organizations and the Mental Retardation

Services Board.

,.

There has also beerr growing awareness among the employees of the Los Angeles County U.S.C,

Medical Center (particularly among the house offirkrs and other individuals employed in the direct delivery

of health care) of the i.rrwersonal and often less than optimum medical care being made avaiIable to
minority groups. The house oftlcers have been engagingin dialogue with the medical director and full-time

faculty members who are employed at the Center. These resident physicians have &o brought

unprecedented legal action against the Department of Hospitals and County officials to improve the quality

of rnedied-care in the institution. These Medical Center activities have not occured as a direct result of the

project and conferences which grew out of it, but they appear to have been stimulated by the second

conferertm which was held at the LAC/USCMedicd Center.



AREA V REGIONAL MEDICAL PROGRAMS
CALENDAR

May 1970.-
(’ wrsday~ May 2 i

CCRMP Ad Hoc Conference Committee’

CCRMP Staff Consultants
<e

‘d yfriar May22

AREA V Seminar ; Family Wellness

Monday; &y 25

AREA V American Indian Free Clinic. .. . .

Tuesday, May 26

AREA V Library Services

Wednesday, May 27

AREA V Staff Meeting

.*. .,
; “:(’-~p CCU @ordinating Committee

II a.m. to2 p.m.
International Hotel,
2 p.m. to5 p.m.
International Hotel,

II a.m. tol p.m.

L,A.

L.A.

RMP Conference Room

8:30 p.m.
Compton

6:30 p.m.
RMP Conference Room

9:30 a.m.

I ~.m. to3 p.m.

Ai’rmrt Marina Board Room.
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Area V Staff ./-’.

Donald W. Petit, M.D. Area Coordinator

William A, hlarkey, M.S. Deputy Cocudinator

Russell 0, Tyler, M.D. . (@rations Division

Frank F. Aguilera, M.P.A. C6mmunity programs’
,r.

Gladys Anc~um, Or. P,H. coronary Care Program ,

Dorothy E. Anderson, M.P.H. Community prog~ams”

Kay O. Fuller, R.N. Nursing

Leori C. Hatick, M.P.H. Heaith Data

Robbie W. Jones Admirristratioi7

John $. Lloyd, Ph.D. Evaluation

Elsie M. Mc(lrff communications

Clyde E. Madden, A.C.S.W. Social Work,. .

Toni Moors, B.A. COrrfinity )%ograms”

Luis A, Pinga[ron East Los Angeles

Vivien E, Warr, R.N. Coronary Care Programs

.. ”.,

Wmmittee Chaknm “ ‘-
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Area Advis,oq Grwp

Cancer

Chronic Disease

Cardiac

Continuing Education

Hospital Administrators .

Library Services

Nursing

Stroke

Systems & Computers

$ociai Workers

Chester A. Rude ;, ,

Lewis.W. (kris$, M.D. ;

Russell D. Tyler, M.D.

George C, Griffith, M.D.

Phil R. Manning, M.D.

Henry B. Dunlap, M.P.H. :,

John M. Connor, M.A. ‘

Fotine O’Connor, R.N.

Robert H. Pudrxrz, U:

Lee D. Cady, M.D.

Ekmice W. Harp&, A. CS.W.


